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Spitfire Mk.IXc, ML214, 126 (Persian Gulf) Squadron,
Sqd. Leader Johnny Plagis, RAF Horrwbeer,
Devon, Velka Britanie, listopad 1944
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loannis Agorastos "John" Plagis, DSO, DFC & Bar (1919-1974) byl jihorhodéské letecké
eso v Royal Air Force (RAF) béhem druhé svétové valky. Proslavil se zejména v bojich pfi
obrané Malty b&hem roku 1942, Syn feckych pfistéhovaled byl povolan do armady az
poté, co se Recko pfipojilo ke Spojencim na konci roku 1940. V ¢ervnu 1944 prevzal
veleni 126. peruté (Persky zaliv) a vedl mnoho ttokd na némecke pozice béhem invaze
do Francie a tazeni které nasledovalo; byl sestielen nad Arnhemem bé&hem operace
Market Garden, av$ak byl jen lehce zranén. Plagis byl nejlépe skoérujicim esem jizni
Rhodesie ve valce a esem s nejvySSim skore feckého puvodu s 16 potvrzenymi
vzdusnymi vitézstvimi, véetné 11 nad Maltou. Byl ocenén Radem za vynikajici sluzbu
(DSO) a dalsimi medailemi a byl také jednim z nejvice vyznamenanych bojovnikd-
veteranu Rhodesie.
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loannis Agorastos "John" Plagis, DSO, DFC & Bar (1919-1974) was a Southern
Rhodesian flying ace in the Royal Air Force (RAF) during the Second World War, noted
especially for his part in the defence of Malta during 1942. The son of Greek immigrants,
he was accepted by recruiters only after Greece joined the Allies in late 1940. He took
command of No. 126 (Persian Gulf) Squadron in June 1944, and led many attacks on
German positions during the invasion of France and the campaign that followed; he was
shot down over Arnhem during Operation Market Garden, but only lightly wounded.
Plagis was the top-scoring Southern Rhodesian ace of the war, and the highest-scoring
ace of Greek origin, with 16 confirmed aerial victories, including 11 over Malta. Awarded
the Distinguished Service Order and other medals, he was also one of Rhodesia's most
decorated veterans.
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